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ANNUAL REPORT TO CDNL 2006

Please provide an overview of national developments since your last report including highlights and issues of relevance to CDNL members. Insert no more than 500 words below:

Libraries Australia (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://librariesaustralia.nla.gov.au/
 ): In December 2005 the National Library of Australia completed a major redevelopment of its key online resource sharing service which provides access to the collections of Australia’s major research and public libraries. The service incorporates search engine style searching across 40 million resources held in over 800 libraries, with extended access to library collections and ordering through bookshops and document suppliers. Libraries Australia also offers personalised services such as an alert service which emails records in any subject area to users and improved support for researchers by providing metadata in a variety of formats which can be loaded into personal library software. In February 2006 the service was made available free to the public for the first time since the inception of the original service twenty five years ago. The records in Libraries Australia are now also available through Google Scholar and Yahoo.

National Treasures From Australia’s Great Libraries (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://nationaltreasures.nla.gov.au/
 ): Following the success of its major international exhibition in 2000, Treasures From the World’s Great Libraries, the National Library of Australia in collaboration with the seven state and territory libraries has developed a major exhibition to showcase the depth of collecting in Australia’s deposit libraries. National Treasures From Australia’s Great Libraries was launched at the National Library of Australia in December 2005 and will travel to every Australian state and territory capital over the next two years. During the ten weeks it was open at the National Library of Australia over 73,000 people visited the exhibition. Some of the highlights and more information about the exhibition can be found at the web address above.

Directions for 2006-2008 (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.nla.gov.au/library/directions.html
): In January 2006 the National Library of Australia released its strategic directions statement for 2006-2008. The statement provides a framework for the Library ’s key priorities over the next three years. In particular, the Library will concentrate on two major strategies 1) to enhance learning and knowledge creation by further simplifying and integrating services that allow Australians to find and get the information resources they need 2) establishing new ways of collecting, sharing, recording, disseminating and preserving knowledge. Planning is already underway on Outcome 5 in the directions statement, which aims “to ensure our relevance in a rapidly changing world, participate in new online communities and enhance our visibility”. This outcome is very much linked to the creation of innovative ways for the National Library of Australia to interact more effectively with existing and new user groups. The Library will develop online spaces, for example wikis, for users to share ideas and research based on or about the Library’s collections and services.

Harvest of the Australian Web Domain (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.nla.gov.au/pub/gateways/issues/78/story01.html
 ): The National Library of Australia has been selectively collecting and archiving Australian online publications since the mid-1990s. In June 2005 the Library contracted the Internet Archive to conduct the first whole-of-domain harvest for the Library in order to supplement its selective collecting. In particular the Library wanted to gain a better understanding of the composition of the Australian web domain. The harvest was very successful and gathered a total of 6.69 terabytes worth of data, consisting of 185,549,000 unique documents from 811,000 web domains. The Library is currently analysing the content of the harvest and looking at ways of making some parts of the harvest accessible to the public. The National Library of Australia is planning a second harvest of the Australian domain late in 2006.
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